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Chancellor Bradley Byrne named outstanding administrator 

 
MONTEVALLO – Alabama Community College System Chancellor Bradley Byrne received the Kermit 
Mathison Outstanding Junior College Administrator Award today at an awards ceremony at the 
University of Montevallo (UM). 
 
Each year UM presents three awards to outstanding educational administrators in the state of 
Alabama.  The Kermit Johnson Award is designated for an outstanding superintendent, the 
Lawrence Malone Award for an outstanding principal, and the Kermit Mathison Award for an 
outstanding junior/community college administrator. These awards carry a tuition scholarship to a 
worthy student of the outstanding administrator's choice. 
 
“It is quite an honor to be recognized by others in the education profession for my professional and 
philanthropic efforts. I truly appreciate this award,” Byrne said. “However, the true honor comes from my 
being able to choose a student to receive a scholarship that will help her realize her academic and 
professional goals.”   
 
Byrne named Lawson State Community College student Felicia Howard to receive a scholarship to the 
University of Montevallo. 
 
 “Ms. Howard has proven that she is a hardworking, dedicated student who is committed to her 
future success.” Byrne said. “Not only does she want to help herself through educational 
attainment, but she also wants to help others and teach them how to be successful through 
education. She has earned this scholarship.”  
 
Howard, who has a 3.933 grade point average, will be graduating in May from the early childhood 
education program at Lawson State.  She is also preparing to take additional classes the summer 
to complete requirements for an associate degree in mathematics.  Her plans are to teach in 
secondary education, more specifically 9th grade algebra.   

“This is a great honor and I am very pleased to have received this scholarship,” Howard said.  “I 
set my earlier goals on going to school, keeping my grade point average up and hoping that one 
day I could receive a scholarship.  Even so, I could not imagine receiving one of this significance.  
It’s helping me to reach my goals.” Howard stated. “This is only the beginning for me.  I don’t 
intend to stop until I get my doctoral degree,” she said.  “Anything you put your mind to, you can 
accomplish.” 
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